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Research started by a team at The
Australian National University in 1997
has led to the development of facelAB,
infarmation and communications
technology (ICT] that can be used to
track the movement of a driver's head,
including head position and orientation,
and which way the eyes are looking and
blinking rate.

To commercialise the results, Seeing
Machines Lid [www.ceeingmachines.
com| was set up in 2000. In 2005,
the company entered a research

collaboration agreement with National
ICT Australia [NICTAI, which is
Australia’s ICT Centre of Excellence and
receives Australian Government and
Australian Research Council funding.
The aim is to explore the use of ICT to
reduce road accidents relating to driver
fatigue by warning drivers before they
became too drowsy.

The system was trialled successfully
in the United States earlier this year,
when it was installed in trucks for

a large oil field services and mining
company, and it will soon be installed
in trucks servicing oilfields in Canada.

Seeing Machines also has a3
development agreement with an

So how does the DSS-R work?

gutomotive industry supplierin
zermany, with the aim of going into
serial production of driver monitoring
systerns for heavy vehicles.

The work with the companies in
ermany and North America led to the
recent production release of the Driver
State Sensor- Research [DS5-R), a
research version of technology aimed at
research arganisations and fleet trials.

The product’s rugged design and
fully automatic operations are said
to make it ideal for permanent and
unsupervised installation in ve hicles.
The Australian mining industry

will no doubt keep an eye on
commercialisation of this product.

Protios courtesy of SesingMachines
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